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The Islandôs Oldest Islander on the Move 

On Saturday 17 July 2010 an unusual event occurred in Bembridge when a Britten-

Norman Islander aircraft fuselage and wing were transported through the village to a new 

home. 

The move was the first stage of a new plan to complete the restoration of Islander G-

AVCN as a tribute to the talents of John Britten and Desmond Norman whose partnership 

resulted in the formation of the Britten-Norman Company in the mid 1950s. Their first 

design, the BN-1F, was a home build type and was initially test flown from Bembridge 

Airport in August 1950. From ideas for a rugged and dependable aircraft type that 

originated from their experience during crop spraying work in remote areas of the World 

and with their Cameroons Air Transport operation in the 1950s and early 1960s, they 

applied their design and engineering skills and marketing flair to the design, construction 

and production of the BN-2 utility aircraft which was first flown on 13 June 1965. The 

BN-2 type was given the name Islander shortly after at the suggestion of John Brittenôs 

mother Zoe Britten.  

Since then the company has built over 1200 aircraft and around 800 Islanders remain in 

operation worldwide. Britten-Norman has survived some difficult periods in its existence 

under several different owners. However, the Islander and the later Defender 4000 

derivative remain in production as part of number of business areas within the B-N Group 

based at Bembridge. 
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G-AVCN on a test flight in mid 1967 over Newtown Creek 

 

B-N Islander registration mark G-AVCN was first flown in April 1967 and is the third 

Islander produced. As the first production Islander it is the oldest of the type in existence 

and after delivery to Glos Air in October 1967 it later became the first aircraft to be 

operated by Aurigny Air Services in 1968, and is thus of unique historic importance.  

The restoration project began when Airstream International Group sponsored the 

dismantling and shipping of the aircraft from Puerto Rico. in early 2000 as part of an 

ambitious plan to restore it to flying condition. Wightlink provided sponsorship for the 

final leg of the journey across the Solent to complete G-AVCN's return to its Isle of 

Wight home. 
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G-AVCN travelled back to Bembridge in a 40 foot freight container and is seen here 

being unloaded in March 2000 

An organisation called the Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society (BNAPS) was 

formed as a charitable trust arrangement to carry the project forward. Despite the best 

efforts of all involved at the time, the work did not proceed as originally envisaged and 

for the last few years the aircraft components have been stored courtesy of B-N Group at 

their Bembridge Airport factory. 

In recognition of the historic significance of Islander G-AVCN a working group was 

formed in May 2009 to see how best to re-start the project. It was decided that a new 

location should be found as the first priority. Following discussions with B-N permission 

was given in March 2010 to gain access to the aircraft components to allow a detailed 

condition survey of the aircraft parts to establish what was to be moved and how this 

should be done. Meanwhile the search for a suitable location continued. At one stage it 

was thought that a mainland facility could be a possibility but with the help of Bembridge 

Heritage Society a place was found in the East Wight.  
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Saturday 17 July - Fuselage loaded on H.J. Bennettôs low loader ready to leave 

Bembridge Airport 

As a matter of urgency the group of volunteers made preparation for the ñbig moveò. 

Starting at 7.30am on 17 July, with transport courtesy of local haulier H.J. Bennett, the 

wing and fuselage were loaded up and moved early on to avoid the worst of the weekend 

traffic.  
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Islander G-AVCNôs fuselage leaving Bembridge Airport for a new home on Saturday 17 

July 2010 over 10 years after it had arrived from Puerto Rico 

 

H.J. Bennettôs low loader negotiated tricky Bembridge Village centre with ease. 
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Having negotiated the narrow and bumpy roads from Bembridge Airport and the 

Bembridge village chicane the aircraft arrived safely at its new East Wight home. This 

part of the move was followed by a series of van and car journeys to take care of the 

myriad of smaller components and detail parts. By 1pm the move had been completed.  

 

G-AVCNôs airframe now safely under cover at its new East Wight location  

Thanks are due to B-N Group for allowing access to the site and their security and 

production staff for their assistance in locating the stored aircraft components and help 

with loading operations. Thanks also to Bembridge Heritage Society for guidance and 

active support of members to the restoration project and assistance during the move. 

Immediate actions now are to re-establish BNAPS as an operating organisation and to 

consolidate the basis for proceeding with the restoration activities at the new home. It is 

expected that restoration work will start in earnest early in 2011 with the objective of 

having Islander G-AVCN restored in good time ready for celebrations on the Island of 


