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On Saturday 17 Jul010an unusual event ocaed in Bembridge when a Britten

Norman Islander aircraft fuselage and wing were transported through the village to a new
home.

The move was the first stage ofi@w plan to complete the restoration tflanderG-

AVCN as a tribute to the talents of John Britten and Desmond Norman whose partnership
resulted in the formation of the Brittdforman Company in the mid 1950sheir first

design, the BNLF, was a home build tymed wadnitially testflown from Bembridge

Airport in August 1950Fromideas for a rugged and dependable airdygi that

originated from their experienckiring crop spraying work remote areas of the World

and with their Cameroons Air Transportesationin the 1950s and early 196Qkey

applied their design and engineering skills andkeiing flair to the desigrgonstruction

and production of the I8-2 utility aircraft which was first flown on 13 June 1965he

BN-2 type was giventhe name Isthe r s hort |l y after at the sugg
mother Zoe Britten.

Since then the company has built over 1200 aircraft and around 800 Islanders remain in
operation worldwideBritten-Normanhas survived somaifficult periods in its existence
underseveral different owners.d#vever the Islander and the later Defender 4000

derivative remain in production as part of number of business areas withiANH&r8up

based at Bembridge.
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G-AVCN on a testifjht in mid 1967 over Newtown Creek

B-N Islandemregistration marlG-AVCN was first flown in April 1967 ands the third
Islander producedAs the first production Islandéris the oldest of the typ@ existence
andafter delivery to Glos Air in October 1967 it later becaimefirst aircraft to be
operatedoy Aurigny Air Services in 196&nd is thus ofiniquehistoric importance.
The restoration projediegan whemirstream International Group sponsored the
dismantling and shipping of the aircraft from Puerto Rioaarly 2000 as part of an
ambitious plan to restore it to flying conditiowightlink provided sponsorship for the
final leg of the journey across the Solent to complet#®\&N's return to its Isle of

Wight home.
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G-AVCNtraveledback to Bembridge in a 40 foot freight container anseien here
being unloaded in March 2000

An organisation called the Britteldorman Aircraft Preservation Society (BN8Pwas
formed asa charitable trust arrangement to carry the project forvizedpite the best
efforts of all involved at the time, the wodid not proceed as originally envisaged and
for the last few years the aircraft components have been stored courtedy@fddip at
their Bembridge Airportdctory.

In recognition of the historic significance of Islandel®@CN a working group was
formed in May 2009to see how best to+start the projectt was decided that a new
location should be founds the first priority Followingdiscussions with BN permission
was given in March 2010 to gain access to the aircraft components to alketailad
condition survey of the aircraft parts to establish what was to bedrarnvd how this
shouldbe done. Meanwhilthe search for auitable location continuedt one stage it
was thought that a mainland facility could be a possibility bth the help oBembridge

Heritage Society a place was foundhe East Wight.
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Saturday 17 July Fuselage loaded on H.J. Bertids low loader ready to leave
Bembridge Airport
As a matterofurgendy he group of volunteers made prepa:

Startingat 7.30am on 17 July, with trgmsrt courtesy of local haulier.Bl Bennett, the
wing and fuselage @re loaded up and moved earlytoravoid the worst of the weekend

traffic.
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H.J.BENNETT

IslanderG-AVCNo s f u s e | Begleridye Aeparvfor a igew home on Satay 17

July 2010 over 10 years after it had arrived from Puerto Rico
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H.J. Benndé dowv loader negotiated tricky Bembridge Villagentrewith ease
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Having negotiated the narrow and bumpy roads from Bembridge Airport and the
Bembridge village chicane tfaarcraft arrived safely at its nelsast Wighthome. This
part of the move was followed by a series of van and car journeys to take care of the

myriad of smaller components and detail paByg 1pm the move had been completed.

G- AVCNOGs ai r flyandeecovercawts reew East Wight location
Thanks are due to-Bl Group for allowing access to the site and their security and
production staff for their assistance in locating the stored aircraft components and help
with loading operations. Thanks alsoBembridge Heritage Society for guidance and
active supporbf membergo the restoration projeeind assistance during the move
Immediate actions now are to-establish BNAPS as an operatimgganisatiorand to
consolidate the basis for proceedinghnthe restoration activities at the new home. It is
expected that restoration work will start in eatrezgly in 2011 with the objective of

having Islander GAVCN resbredin good time ready for celebrations on the Island of



